
Approximate 
Harmonised System (HS) Code 
Through UPS TradeAbility®

To comply with requirements for some customs agencies, please provide HS Code(s) in the commercial invoice 
to assist the clearance of your goods. This global system of classi�cation speeds up exports, reduces delays and 
avoids potential additional fees and charges. The following steps will lead you to access UPS TradeAbility to 
approximate HS Code(s) for shipments.

1. Log in with UPS ID

• Go to UPS.com/hk and click “Sign up / Log in”

• Enter email address / username and password 
• Click “Log In”

• Scroll down and click “Learn More” on the teal 
banner

• Click “Get Started”

3. Approximate HS Code(s)
You may search and approximate HS Code for 
your shipments by using UPS TradeAbility, and 
provide it in your commercial invoice.

• Go to “Find Harmonized Code” section

• Click “Next”

• Select a destination from the “Ship To” 
drop-down list

2. Access UPS TradeAbility on ups.com

• Go to UPS.com homepage and click “Support”
• Select “International Shipping Tools and 
Resources”

Click here or follow the steps below to access UPS 
TradeAbility

https://wwwapps.ups.com/tradeability/?loc=en_HK


3. Approximate HS Code (Continued)

• Select “Search by Product Category”

• Select a product category of your shipment 
from the “Product Category” drop-down list

• Click “Search”

HS Code list of the selected product category 
is displayed

• Choose a relevant code in the “Tariff Code” 
column

•

• Click a code in the “Tariff Code” column to 
further re�ne sub-heading and article of the 
HS code 

8-digit (or above) HS Code

Refer to the “Tariff Code Description” column,  
select an accurate code for the shipment

•

Tips
A free declaration service is offered when 
you provide an 8-digit HS Code1, this would 
also ful�l the requirement of EU Import 
Control System 2 Release 2 of the European 
Union (ICS2 R2), which is effective March 1, 
2023, for express shipments into the EU2, 
Norway and Switzerland transported by air



• Click “Search Again” to search another HS Code

3. Approximate HS Code (Continued)

• Take reference to the “Tariff Code” column to 
use an 8-digit HS code or click “Select” to view 
the details of Tariff Code Description
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2 Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Republic of Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden.  

8-digit (or above) HS Code (Continued)

The information provided to you through UPS TradeAbility Services is intended solely for your general use and guidance, and is not intended to constitute 
legal, accounting or any other advice of a professional nature and should not be considered as a substitute for professional advice. Further, UPS does not 
guarantee the accuracy and completeness of the information which (i) may have been generated based on information provided by an external source 
not veri�ed by UPS; and/or (ii) may not re�ect current legal developments including those in respect of import and export-related rules and regulations 
which are subject to change from time to time. You should always consult your own professional advisors before making important commercial or 
personal decisions.


